FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE OCTOBER 27, 2008
10th Annual Starlight Gala a Huge Success
OCTOBER 27, 2008 (RICHMOND, BC) – The 10th annual Starlight Gala hosted by the Richmond Hospital Foundation was a fabulous success, raising over $350,000 net in support of an MRI for Richmond Hospital. 
This year’s silver themed gala was emceed by Citytv’s Dawn Chubai and took place on October 25th at the River Rock Casino Resort and Show Theatre. Guests were treated to a champagne reception, a gourmet five course meal, energetic live entertainment and exciting live and silent auctions. The reception hall and theatre area were veritable circuses with acrobats, a contact juggler who rolled glass balls over her body, a performer who stacked chairs up 20 feet high and performed acrobatics on them, two acrobats on a huge "jack" type apparatus, and a girl flipping around on a hoop suspended from the ceiling. Not to mention Abbaracadbra - an Abba tribute band – who played with amazing energy and had the happy crowd dancing until midnight. 
A surprise highlight of the evening was a challenge gift - a guest offered to match contributions up to $50,000, which led to an additional $130,000 in unexpected donations.

The goal of the benefit was to raise funds to support a critically needed MRI machine and the 450-seat sold out event was attended by business and community leaders from Richmond and Vancouver.  

“Every year the gala gets bigger and better. We are thrilled the guests had such a wonderful time, many were asking for next year's date (October 24, 2009). We are fortunate to have an amazing team of staff and over 50 volunteers who make everything look effortless. The proceeds from the event bring us even closer to completing our MRI Campaign, which will be such a fantastic gift to the community,” said Lisa Westermark, Executive Director, Richmond Hospital Foundation. 

The Starlight Gala is the Richmond Hospital Foundation’s signature event and is Richmond’s largest and most prestigious fundraiser. Since the inaugural Starlight Gala in 1999, the event has raised over $1 million for Richmond Hospital. The MRI Campaign is the Richmond Hospital Foundation’s largest campaign to date, and it is 75% to its goal, with over $3 million of the $4 million required already raised. 
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